
The Catholic Parish of 

ST. GEORGE and the English Martyrs 
Twinned with Mpuluzi, South Africa 

Third Sunday of Advent - Year A - 13th/14th December 2025—Gaudete Sunday 

From his prison cell, John the Baptist sends his disciples on a mission to confirm what he 
instinctively felt, that Jesus was the promised one of God. On meeting John’s disciples, Jesus 
simply points out to them that they have only to look with their eyes to see what’s happen-
ing; He is transforming people’s lives. The gospel indicates that there are two essential in-
gredients to this transformation: faith and the power of God present in Jesus. When those 
two elements meet in an individual, then change/growth happens. “Happy is the man who 
does not lose faith in me”, says Jesus. Indeed, how true that 
is.  

John the Baptist was a man who had ‘bags’ of faith; so much 
so, he was tuned into the movement and rhythm of God 
around him, and thus was able to point to Jesus as the cho-
sen one of God.  

 

Are you tuned into the rhythm and movement of God around you?  I must admit, I find it 
very difficult to ‘tune in’, as I’m sure many people do. It requires a willingness on our part to 
give time, space, attention and focus. The great prophet Isaiah knew human nature well 
when he said that people, “hear and hear again, but do not understand; see and see again, 
but do not perceive.”  

The process of growth in the spiritual life can be slow and difficult, and sometimes we may 
feel that we are not getting anywhere. But we must try to hang on to the key spiritual princi-
ple that if we persevere in our faith then we allow the power of God in, which can then get 
working within us, even if we don’t feel it.  

Sometimes, you’ll be surprised how God does get working, and you’ll be even more sur-
prised how, through you, God will touch the lives of others and you won’t even realise it. 

 

This 3rd Sunday of Advent, is also known as “Gaudete” Sunday (Gaudete is a Latin word 
which translates as “Rejoice”). We are rejoicing because we are beginning to contemplate, 
ever more deeply, the coming of our Lord among us – “they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God”.  

The ‘joyous’ tone to our liturgy is reflected by the colour of the priest’s Chasuble & Stole, 
going from purple to rose; we also light the rose-coloured candle on our Advent Wreath.  

 

Wishing you well for the week, 

 

Fr Brett 



13th December to 21st December 2025 

Third Sunday of Advent - Year A - Gaudete Sunday 

Saturday 13th     

   6.00pm  Betty McGrory and Family (Maureen Woodcock) 
 
 

Sunday 14th  Third Sunday of Advent 
St. Gregory’s, Thorpe 

Bay 

 

8.45am   
 

10.45am 
 

4.00pm  

For All Parishioners 

                                                                                          
Joachim Rong Vu RIP (Dzung Vu) 
 
Advent Vespers (St. George’s) 

Monday 15th  Monday of the Third Week of Advent 
 

 

 9.15am 

 

 For the Holy Souls and                                                      

Fr Slawomir Hermanowicz (Nottingham) RIP 

Tuesday 16th  Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 
  11.00am Requiem Mass for Adrienne Davison RIP 

Wednesday 17th  Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 
 11.30am 

 

 Eucharistic Service 

Thursday 18th  Thursday of the Third Week of Advent 

 

 

 No Mass here today 

Friday 19th  Friday of the Third Week of Advent 
 9.15am 

 

 

 Terry Porter RIP (Ted and Anne Brown)  Mass followed 

by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 12 noon. 

Saturday 20th    

Youth Mass 6.00pm  For All Parishioners 

Sunday 21st  Fourth Sunday of Advent   

St. Gregory’s, Thorpe 

Bay 

 

8.45am 
 

10.45am  
 

4.00pm 
 
  
  

Conrad Britto RIP (Jo Britto) 

                                                                                          
Maria Tullio RIP (Tullio Family) 
 
Advent Vespers (St. Gregory’s) 

Confessions take place before Mass on Saturday evening, from 5.15pm until 5.45pm.              

Other times may be available by appointment. 



COFFEE MORNING 

Come on into the Parish 

Hall after the 10.45am 

Mass this weekend and enjoy re-

freshments on the house.  

Next week, Team 669 will be raising 

money for parish funds, and they 

look forward to seeing you then. 

The following weekend, the 28th 

December, there will be a very spe-

cial Coffee Morning run by Rose, 

her family and friends. 

Rose will be raising money for the 

orphans and vulnerable children of 

AFM Faith Alive in Zimbabwe. 

Many of the children go hungry, liv-

ing in dangerous conditions without 

their parents to care for them.  

Join us all for party food, cakes and 

more...not forgetting the raffle with 

amazing prizes! 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR THE 
PRIEST 

The collection taken over the Christ-
mas Masses is an opportunity for 
you to make your own personal 
Christmas offering to the priest. To-
gether with the Easter collection, 
this forms his main income for the 
year. 
If you have gift-aid envelopes, you 
will find an orange envelope marked 
“Christmas Day” amongst the se-
quence of your other gift-aid enve-
lopes. Please use this envelope for 
your offering. If you pay by cheque, 
then please make it payable to 
“Catholic Church Shoeburyness”; 
your offering will still make its way to 
Fr Brett. 
If you support the parish community 
by paying through a Standing Order, 
then please note that this money 
does not form part of the Christmas 
offering to the priest, but goes to the 
parish. 

CHURCH CAPACITY AT CHRISTMAS 

As you can imagine, our Family Mass on Christmas Eve can get very busy. 

To enable smooth running and adhere to health and safety guidelines, please 

make sure that you.. 

1. Arrive early to give us time to seat everyone.    

2. Make room for people on your pew (all of the standard pews should take 

at least 6 adults). 

3. No buggies or prams to be brought into church. Instead, we will offer 

space in the Church Hall to store them, along with changing bags etc.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 



BISHOP THOMAS’ REQUIEM MASS 

This will take place at Brentwood Cathe-

dral on Tuesday 16th December  at 

11.30am. There are 

only two seats for each 

Parish, so if you want 

to attend, please con-

tact Sharon or Fr. Brett. 

Alternatively, it will be 

live-streamed through this link: 

https://www.shealolin.co.uk/bishop-thomas  

Or for mobiles, please use the QR code 

ROSARY GROUP 

Last Rosary Group before Christmas 

takes place this Tues-

day, 16th December, 

at 3.30pm in St. 

George’s Church.  

Back again on the Feast of the Epiph-

any, 6th January. Everyone welcome! 

UNITE THE KINGDOM?? 

For Unite, maybe read UNTIE… 

This weekend Tommy Robinson and 

“Unite the Kingdom” are hosting a 

‘carol concert’ in central London. They 

state that their aim is to “Put Christ 

back into Christmas” in terms of 

British society in 2025. The slogan and 

aim is good; so many shops, schools 

and other public places no longer even 

use the term Christmas, let along ref-

erence Christ in their displays.  

However, be very wary at the motive 

behind all of this. The video they have 

put out to promote this event is lovely 

- even with clergy members partici-

pating, but there is a dark side. Have a 

read of this blog by Jon Kuhrt.  

There is also an article by Dr Anna 

Rowlands that may be of interest. She 

suggests ’ Let’s not over-react when 

people whose agendas we suspect, 

express Christian truths we agree 

with.’ 

She goes onto say ‘let’s shape our 

words, images, actions and interac-

tions this Christmas with God’s love, 

hope, peace and joy.’ 

 

Let us also remember that Jesus him-

self was a refugee… 

For more information and resources, 

please contact the Parish Office. 

WARM WELCOME HUB 

Our last one for 2025 takes place 

next Friday, 19th December, from 

12noon until 3pm. 

It will be extra special with Emma 

and Friends 

providing a 

Christmas Sing-

song! Please let 

Brian know if 

you will be 

attending. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.shealolin.co.uk%2fbishop-thomas&c=E,1,KgcBLqadJ7On58twREQqaby4O8JZhE67MQrO-UCYd5l6--sKXowJgSCpe8YHq5BA4oGpiHAXZmAfw3RvAmPoS7vffExSOxUDMPEyQ38mFUQ,&typo=1
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=unite+the+kingdom+carol+servicevideo&mid=4CDB271B38138B30450B4CDB271B38138B30450B&mcid=2D72E7FAB8E44AEB95411CBB6EDA6B17&FORM=VIRE
https://gracetruth.blog/2025/12/09/tommy-robinsons-carol-concert-show-naive-grace-or-face-the-ugly-truth/?jetpack_skip_subscription_popup
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UKMzLvbXWjbou8w-ZuD4SrZssBa4WzTgaHGeVwkeJeY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.m4egbguwjpl5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UKMzLvbXWjbou8w-ZuD4SrZssBa4WzTgaHGeVwkeJeY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.m4egbguwjpl5


     IF YOU USE FACEBOOK… 

…then please ‘like’ us - 

@stgeorgeandtheenglishmartyrs 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Instead of sending lots of Christmas 

Cards to your parish friends, why 

not consider a short general mes-

sage, which will be displayed in our 

Christmas newsletter! Not only will 

it save the wear and tear on your 

fingers, but it is much more environ-

mentally friendly...plus, with the 

money you save on cards, why not 

donate it to a worthy cause!  

Please email your words to the 

office: shoeburyness@brcdt.org , or 

drop a hand-written note in. 

Cut-Off date will be Sunday 21st De-

cember, ready for producing the  

newsletter on the Monday! 

300 CLUB  

New forms are now available in the 

porches of both churches. Costing 

just £6 per share, each share gets en-

tered into a monthly draw for cash 

prizes of £50, £20 and £15.  

It is a great way to support the 

church and potentially win some 

money back. Last year the profit to 

the parish was £942 - thanks to eve-

ryone who joined in. 

 
 

 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported our parish Christmas fayre last 
Sunday. We are delighted to have raised over £1500! 

Thank you to all who bought draw tickets, donated prizes, gifts and bottles, 
and helped in the lead up to the day, as well as on Sunday.  

It was wonderful to see our community come together, with the great at-
mosphere commented on by many. 

A list of prize winners is in the porch at each church. 

Many thanks for your continued support for our fundraising events, it is 
greatly appreciated.  669 Parish Fundraising team 

TUESDAY OF THIS WEEK 

There will be no Mass at St. Grego-

ry’s on Tuesday. Instead, the  Requi-

em Mass for Adrienne Davison will 

take place at St. George’s at 11am. 

Please remember Tony and family in 

your prayers this week, and of 

course, Adrienne herself. 



VACANCIES 

Headteacher - St Peter's Primary 
School, Romford 
Deadline for applications: 12:00 
(noon), Tuesday 6th January 2026 
Starting date April 2026 
Headteacher - St Mary's Primary 
School, Hornchurch 
Deadline for applications: 17:00, Fri-
day 9th January 2026 
Starting date April 2026 
Headteacher - Holy Family Primary 
School, Benfleet 
Deadline for applications: 09:00, 
Wednesday 28th January 2026 
Starting date September 2026 or ear-
lier. 
Administration Assistant - St. Peter’s 
Catholic Primary School, Billericay  
Closing date is Midday on Monday 
5th January 2026. 

Retrouvaille helps marriages. It 
brings hope and healing to relation-
ships.    
Next date: 12th February 2026.  
For more information contact: 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk    
Tel: 07887 296983 

MARANATHA! - Come Lord Jesus!   
You are warmly welcomed to an 
evening of praise and worship, in-
cluding mass and adoration. Save the 
dates:  
Friday 16th of January and Friday 
13th of February 2026. Time: 7:00pm 
to 9:00pm, including refreshments 
after.  
Venue: The Blessed Sacrament 
Church, 116 Melbourne Avenue, 
CM12DU, Chelmsford.  Bring your 
friends! 

CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

If you are a doctor, dentist, nurse, 

pharmacist, optometrist, medical sci-

entist, medical student etc. and have 

not heard of the CMA, please check 

it out -  https://

catholicmedicalassociation.org.uk/ . 

The CMA stands at the forefront of 

seeking to guide the medical and al-

lied professions (and also our law-

makers) in terms of an ethical ap-

proach consistent with the teachings 

of the Church. 

LOW GLUTEN HOST 

If you need a low gluten host please 

speak with an usher before Mass. 

OFFERTORY 

The collection for last weekend 

came to £494.54, excluding Gift Aid 

and Standing Orders. The flower col-

lection across both churches 

amounted to £213.40. Many thanks 

to all who contributed. 

https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-01-06_1200_St-Peters-Primary-School-Romford_Headteacher_Job-Advert.pdf
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-01-06_1200_St-Peters-Primary-School-Romford_Headteacher_Job-Advert.pdf
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-01-09_1700_St-Marys-Primary-School-Hornchurch_Headteacher_Job-Advert.pdf
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-01-09_1700_St-Marys-Primary-School-Hornchurch_Headteacher_Job-Advert.pdf
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-01-28_0900_Holy-Family-Catholic-Primary-School-Benfleet_Headteacher_Job-Advert.pdf
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-01-28_0900_Holy-Family-Catholic-Primary-School-Benfleet_Headteacher_Job-Advert.pdf
https://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/Vacancies/Details.aspx?VacancyId=115226
https://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/Vacancies/Details.aspx?VacancyId=115226
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk
https://catholicmedicalassociation.org.uk/
https://catholicmedicalassociation.org.uk/


 

MARRIAGE MATTERS          
(www.marriagecare.org.uk) 

Third Sunday of Advent  
(Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11) 
Cherish the gift 

John the Baptist prepared the way 
for Jesus’ coming. When Jesus 
came, the Magi brought gifts. We 
are preparing gifts for family and 
friends. When you married, and 
every day since, you have gifted 
yourself...entrusted yourselves ...to 
each other; do you still cherish the 
gift? How much has trust helped 
you on your journey together? 
Thank the Lord! 

JOURNEYING THROUGH ADVENT 

CARITAS DIOCESE OF BRENTWOOD 

DAILY ADVENT ACTIONS 

(Living out faith, hope, peace, joy and 

love) 

1. Play a board game with someone 

you love.  

2. Reduce waste and shop sustaina-

bly this Advent.  

3. Send a handwritten Christmas 

card to someone who might not 

receive many.  

4. Volunteer at a soup kitchen.  

5. Write down three things that 

bring you joy.  

6. Help a neighbour or friend with a 

small task.  

7. Recycle something you might 

usually 

throw 

away.  

WEEK 3: REJOICE 
 I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God.    Isaiah 61:10  
A BLESSING WE MAKE TOGETHER - The joy that animates the characters of Advent 
and Christmas is something distinctly other than a personal joy they have kept for 
themselves. This is the joy that infuses creation. They know that joy is what be-
comes possible when we turn toward one another; that it is a blessing we make 
together. When Elizabeth calls out in welcome to Mary, and the child she is carrying 
leaps with joy; when Mary raises her voice in the Magnificat; when Zechariah sings 
his canticle; when Mary and Joseph bring the infant Jesus to the temple, and the 
prophets Anna and Simeon cry out in recognition and delight – each one radiates 
the joy that courses through them; something they have embraced, not by resisting 
the world but by entering more deeply into it, so that they can welcome the God 
who shows up in the midst of it. © Jan Richardson from Curious about Joy, A Wom-
en’s Christmas Retreat 2024, janrichardson.com  

ECO-THOUGHT FOR ADVENT 

If you want to make it more of a ‘Green 

Christmas’ please check out the tips on 

the WWF website. My particular favour-

ites are Quality not Quantity, and shop-

ping second-hand! 

http://www.marriagecare.org.uk
https://www.wwf.org.uk/top-tips-sustainable-christmas?pc=PA-0AWU004027&utm_campaign=christmasFY26&utm_content=ButtonOne_Tips_Xmas&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Email_FY26_SustainableXmasGuide_FriendsActive


ANNIVERSARIES IN DECEMBER 

Please remember the following : 

† Candido Amorim, Kathleen Barrett, Mary 

Bourne, Doreen Brown, Jean Broyd, Oliver 

Byrne, Ernie and Margaret Cooper, Stephen 

and Brian Downey, David Elford, Alan Essex, 

Don Everett, Eileen Fletcher, David Grave-

stock, Elizabeth Gravestock, Alan Green, 

Keiran Grixti, Herbert Jagelman, Kathleen 

Joseph, Filomena Kettlewell, Maureen Law-

ton, Mary Lloyd, Eileen Lynch, Peggy 

Malone, Kitty Martin, Barnie 

McGovern, Thomas Mills, 

Paddy Moloney, Joseph 

O’Neill, Tony Parisio, Joan 

Lillian Pass, Bernard Paterson, 

Michael Pickford, Lynda Quin-

livan, Maureen Radmall, John Rider, John 

Rooney, Kevin Sharland, Magdalena Staple, 

Maureen Swann, Joseph and Mary Kathleen 

Thompson, Maria Tullio, Roy Wallen. †  

Parish Administrator: Sharon Chambers 

Office Hours :  

Mon/Thurs/Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 

Office Closed: Tuesday and Wednesday 

Tel. 292726 in office hours 

Gift Aid:  Paul Driscoll via the Church Office 
Church Email: -  
shoeburyness@brcdt.org 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Brett Adams 
96 Ness Road, Shoeburyness, SS3 9DH  
Telephone: 01702 292726 
Website: www.saintgeorgeschurch.co .uk 
Facebook: @stgeorgeandtheenglishmartyrs  
Instagram: saintgeorgeschurch 
School: St. George’s Catholic Primary  
Headteacher: Mrs A. Delgado 
Telephone:01702 293522 

The Brentwood Diocesan Trust Registered Charity Number 234092 

 

New to the Parish? Please go to our website 

and fill in your details and Fr. Brett will contact 

you in due course. 

If you know of anyone housebound who would 

want Communion at home, or if there is some-

one in hospital that would want a visit from the 

Chaplaincy Team, please let us know. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please pray for all those who are sick or 

housebound in our parish, as well as our 

friends and family. 

 

Father of goodness and love, hear our pray-

ers for the sick members of our community 

and for all who are in need.  

Amid mental and physical suffering may they 

find consolation in your healing presence.  

Show your mercy as you close wounds, cure 

illness, make broken bodies whole and free 

downcast spirits. 

 May these special people find lasting health 

and deliverance, and so join us in thanking 

you for all your gifts.  

We ask this through the Lord Jesus who 

healed those who believed.  

Amen.  


